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Advice to Fire and Rescue Services containing generic information for schools during
the COVID 19 outbreak

This information is in response to the current Covid-19 situation to support fire and
rescue services (FRS), advising schools and other educational establishments, in
managing fire safety, while they undertake special actions to mitigate the risk of
COVID-19.

There is no relaxation of fire safety legislation during the COIVD-19 emergency and it
is the responsibility of the Responsible Person (RP) to ensure they are testing and
maintaining all fire safety measures to maintain a safe premises, although it is
acknowledged that a pragmatic approach to achieve compliance may be required.

To support FRS the NFCC Building Safety Programme Team are happy to discuss
further, please contact BuildingSafetyTeam@nationalfirechiefs.org.uk.

Useful information for schools

If the fire safety measures rely on specified staffing levels, the RP may need to review
them during this period. Many establishments will have procedures in place for out of
hours use which may be suitable. The RP should review and update the current fire
risk assessment and evacuation plan as necessary. FRSs should take this opportunity
to advise the RP of the need to ensure your fire risk assessor is competent. Advice on
selecting a competent fire risk assessor can be located here.

Detailed government guidance has been introduced to support schools remain safe
from both a COVID and fire safety perspective. Two documents have been published
to assist schools undertake reopening. These are the Safe working in_education,
childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use of personal protective
equipment (PPE) guide and the Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective
measures in education and childcare settings guidance.

The key elements of this guidance with regards to fire safety are:

e Fire safety management plans should be reviewed and checked in line with
operational changes.

e Check all fire doors are operational at all times

e Ensure fire alarm systems and emergency lights have been tested and are fully
operational

e Carry out emergency drills as normal (following social distancing as
appropriate). Adjustments should be made to fire drills to allow for social
distancing as appropriate, and practice it in the first week when pupils return.
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e Special measures may be needed to

In addition to the review of the fire risk assessment and emergency procedures, the
following questions may provide some assistance when considering fire prevention
and protection of the building from factors such as the risk of arson, risk from electrical
fire etc. while elements of the schools are closed or not in full use..

Security measures

* Is there an intruder alarm installed?
* Is alarm remotely monitored?

» Is there a staffed security presence?
* Is there external security lighting?

* Isinterior lighting in place?

Physical security if closing

« Have any potentially vulnerable access points been suitably protected?
+ Are all perimeter barriers in good repair?

* Are existing doors and door hardware in good repair?

» Are existing windows in good repair?

Administration considerations

» Is there a plan for controlling the shutdown?
« Have the building's insurers been notified?
» Are routine inspections planned?

» Have keyholders been nominated?

Housekeeping and health and safety

* Has arisk assessment been done?

* Has the health and safety of security staff been addressed?

* Has all refuse been removed from the interior?

» Has all refuse been removed from the external site areas?

* Have any skips been removed from the site?

« Have all non-essential services been disconnected or isolated?

« Has electrical safety been assessed? (overloaded electrical sockets /
appropriate use of extension leads etc.)

If establishments require further advice and guidance it is advised they contact their
local Fire and Rescue Service.



