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1. Introduction
Welcome to the pack covering July to September 2021. This information pack
provides details of national activity that may support local fire and rescue services
in their local delivery and has been developed and collated by the Home Office
Fire Kills team together with the National Fire Chiefs Council.
Fire and Rescue Campaign Calendar
The calendar, with many cultural and awareness dates is available on the Fire Kills
Portal. Details on accessing the portal, where you will find all of the Fire Kills
campaign resources, are available in this pack.

Fire Kills Practitioners' Group
The success of the Fire Kills Campaign relies on the close working relationship –
on both the development and the delivery – between the Home Office, the NFCC
and local fire and rescue services. The FKPG provides a sounding board, fresh
ideas and ensures national activity reflects local requirements.
We currently have no representatives from the North East region. If you would like
to represent the North East region on the group, or find out more, please contact
James Webb.

2. Summary and themes
July
Cooking

August
Smoke alarm purchasing
Chimney Fire Safety
Week
30 August – 5
September

September
Home fire safety
NFCC Business Safety
Week
6-12 September
Gas Safety Week
13-19 September
Fire Door Safety Week
20-26 September

Feedback
We hope that these support local initiatives and would welcome any feedback on
how they might be improved, what areas we could do more and any other ideas
that you think will be beneficial to fire and rescue services up and down the
country.
If you have any feedback or questions on the packs or the campaign more
generally, please contact James Webb.
Resources and draft press release templates and social media posts
At the end of this document, you will find draft press releases and social media
posts associated with the themes and key awareness dates included in this pack.

3. July – Cooking
Cooking fire safety messages
Cooking Fire Safety covers a range of issues including leaving the cooker
unattended, electronic issues and barbecues. There is a requirement to tailor the
messaging and activity to your target audience. Having enough detection
equipment and escape plans remains of high importance.
Cooking Safely Whilst in the Kitchen
• Avoid leaving children in the kitchen alone when cooking
on the hob and keep matches out of their reach.
• Make sure saucepans are secure on the cooker and handles
are not sticking out– so they do not get knocked off.
• Take care when wearing loose clothing as this can catch fire.
• Keep tea towels and cloths away from the cooker and hob.
• Double check the cooker is off when you’ve finished cooking.
Take care with electrics
• Keep electrics (leads and appliances) away from water.
• Check toasters are clean and placed away from curtains and
kitchen rolls.
• Keep the oven, hob and grill clean and in good working order.
A build-up of fat and grease can ignite a fire.
• Do not overload sockets,
Deep fat frying
• Take care when cooking with hot oil – it sets on fire easily.
• Make sure food is dry before putting it in hot oil so it doesn’t splash.
• If the oil starts to smoke it’s too hot. Turn off the heat and leave it to cool.
• Use a thermostat controlled electric deep fat fryer. They can’t overheat.
Emergency steps to take if a pan catches fire:
• Don’t take any risks. Turn off the heat if it is safe to do so. Never throw
water over it.
• Don’t tackle the fire yourself – Get Out, Stay Out, Call 999.
Barbecues
Barbecues are not a leading cause of fire. However, with people starved of social
contact over the last year, it is important that we take into consideration a potential
increase of barbecue usage, potentially in dangerous places as people become
fatigued by being stuck indoors, i.e. on balconies.
•

Enjoy yourself! However, don’t drink too much alcohol if you are in charge
of the barbecue or any cooking!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure your barbecue is well away from sheds,
fences, trees, shrubs or garden waste.
Never leave a barbecue or any cooking unattended.
Never use a barbecue indoors or in enclosed spaces.
Keep a bucket of water, sand or a garden hose nearby
for emergencies.
Follow the safety instructions provided with disposable
barbecues.
Never use petrol or paraffin to start or revive your barbecue; use only
recognised lighters or starter fuels on coal.
Empty ashes onto bare garden soil, not into dustbins or wheelie bins. If
they’re hot, they can melt the plastic and start a fire.
Do not have barbecues on balconies.
Do not have barbecues in the countryside, unless there are safe, designated
areas.

Carbon monoxide
There have been incidents of people bringing barbecues into enclosed spaces
resulting in carbon monoxide poisoning. Please refer to the Gas Safe Register
website for more details:
http://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/help-and-advice/seasonal-advice/bbq-safety
Suggestions for Local PR Events
Engaging with your community and PR events can boost message delivery in your
area..
Spokesperson
You could organise an event around staying safe in the kitchen and invite a local
celebrity or spokesperson. The spokesperson could do a speech/talk on fire safety
tips or donate/create easy and safe recipe to do with children. If you do work with
a celebrity or spokesperson then please let us know by contacting James Webb as
we may be able to provide further support and engagement for your messages.
Competition
There could be an associated competition for local people to create:
• Their own recipes, potentially with additional messages on healthy eating
• Complete a quiz or word search.
• Age 6-11 to design a fire safety message poster.
This could be promoted via local events, schools, websites, Facebook, Twitter etc.
The winner and their family could visit the local fire station where the FRS talk about
fire safety. Or the recipes or poster could appear on your local website or could be
used in the media alongside key statistics and tips on cooking safely in the kitchen.

Community events and Children activities
At community events such as festivals, villages fairs and county
shows, you can take advantage of the opportunity to promote
fire safety.
•

•
•

Play bingo. Instead of using numbers, use pictures and
someone could explain each picture (in a few words). For
instance, the picture on the right would represent not to
“have indoor barbecues”. The winner could get a mug with a fire safety
message on it, with small goodies inside.
Invite children holiday clubs to the local fire station, where they can learn
about fire safety.
If it is not possible to do an event- a short video on YouTube promoting fire
safety could be an option. Alternatively, do a Zoom or Skype talk/discussion
on how to stay safe whilst cooking. The community could enter a competition
via Facebook

Stakeholders Engagement
Retail outlets for barbecue and camping equipment may provide a channel for
appropriate messages, through displays or leaflets in shops targeting customers.

4. August – Smoke alarm purchasing
Do You Have Enough Smoke Alarms?
Having and testing smoke alarms is the primary message of the Fire Kills
Campaign. Encouraging people to test their smoke alarms throughout August,
could prompt people to buy or even add more smoke alarms in their home.
Statistics indicate:
• The percentage of households in England with at least one
smoke alarm has increased from eight per cent in 1988 to 95
per cent in 2016/17, while those with at least one working
smoke alarm stood at 91 per cent in 2018/19.
• Fire statistics indicate that the biggest reason for both
battery-operated and mains-wired smoke alarms failing to activate in a
fire was that the fire products did not reach the detector.
Therefore, this raises potential avenues to encourage the ownership of smoke
alarms throughout August. You could target the following:
• Those who do not own a working smoking alarm
• Those who do not have enough smoke alarms - one is not enough! Smoke
alarms should be on every floor and in and near highrisk rooms
• Carers and those who check in on vulnerable family
and friends nearby to check that these homes have
enough smoke alarms
10 Year Lifetime on Smoke Alarms
Remind people that smoke alarms should be replaced every
ten years. People might be reluctant to replace smoke alarms
if they believe they are still in sound working order.
University Students
First year students are preparing to live independently maybe for the first time.
There will also be some students moving out of student accommodation into shared
housing. Raising awareness that their accommodation should have enough smoke
alarms is key. You could work with:
• the local National Union of Students (NUS) representative at a
college/university near you and ask them to help promote messages to
students via the student union
• Key local shops such as stationery shops and supermarkets where students
would shop for essential items and the FRS could hand out leaflets or ask
them to help promote messages.

5. August – Key dates
5.1 Chimney Fire Safety Week
The Fire Kills campaign will again be working with HETAS to promote relevant
messages throughout Chimney Fire Safety Week in 2021 from 30 August to 5
September.
HETAS is a national organisation working for consumer safety and the wider
public interest in safe, efficient and environmentally responsible use of biomass
and other solid fuels.
The annual campaign will take place from 30 August to 5 September. With more
people spending time at home the last 18 months, stoves have been used more
frequently as a source of heating. Colder weather has also seen longer use
beyond the traditional heating season.
Awareness and Action
Ultimately the campaign strives to raise awareness of chimney fires and
encourage consumers to take action. The campaign focuses on the importance of
chimney sweeping and appliance maintenance, the use of quality fuels and tips to
get the most efficiency from a stove.
Chimney fires have been steadily decreasing in most regions over the years. The
period from January to March is usually the peak season for chimney fires, with
figures identifying over 40% in England taking place over those three months.
HETAS will provide several graphics that you can use on your website and social
media channels to show your support.
You can sign up to receive the 2021 logo and toolkit, including a template press
release, at
https://www.hetas.co.uk/chimney-fire-safety-week-toolkit-order/.
Media opportunities
HETAS is currently exploring options and costs for TV/radio opportunities for
Chimney Fire Safety Week. Sign up to the toolkit if you would like more details as
they become available.
New Fuels Legislation
The Air Quality (Domestic Solid Fuels Standards) (England) Regulations 2020 is
now in place and affects the sale of house coal, manufactured solid fuels and
firewood. For manufactured solid fuels and firewood, consumers can easily
identify appropriate fuels for burning by looking out for the ‘Ready to Burn’
certification mark.

To find out more about the legislation visit https://www.hetas.co.uk/ready-to-burna-look-at-the-regulations-in-more-detail/.
HETAS contact details
For more details on Chimney Fire Safety Week or the new fuels legislation,
contact HETAS and Woodsure using the following details:
HETAS: hello@hetas.co.uk
Woodsure: hello@woodsure.co.uk

6. September – Home fire safety
The Fire Kills main leaflet Fire Safety in the Home is a good, simple and effective
source of delivering fire safety information and messages.
The leaflet can be downloaded from the national fire safety portal –
https://homeoffice.brandworkz.com/BMS/category/browse.cfm?category=1053
This is also publicly available from the GOV.UK website
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/make-your-home-safe-from-fire
Key Messages for Fire Safety in the Home
• Fit smoke alarms on every level of your home and test them every month.
• If you smoke, ensure you stub your cigarettes out properly – Put it out. Right
out.
• Don’t leave cooking unattended and keep it out of
reach of children.
• Don’t overload electrical sockets and turn off
electrical appliances and plugs before you go to
bed or go out – apart from appliances that are
designed to stay on, like freezers.
• Keep lit candles, portable heaters and other
sources of heat away from curtains and furniture
and never use them for drying clothes.
• Plan and practise an escape route and make sure everyone knows it.
• In the event of a fire, don’t tackle the fire yourself. Get out, stay out and call
999.

7. September – Key dates
There are a few awareness weeks taking place in September 2021, which you
may wish to get involved in to promote relevant fire safety messages.
7.1 NFCC Business Safety Week
The National Fire Chiefs Council will be running Business Safety Week from 6-12
September.
The focus is to encourage small to medium sized businesses to work with fire and
rescue services to make sure they are complying with the law and reduce their risk
of fire. This is an opportunity for businesses to receive advice and help from fire
and rescue services if they are struggling to understand their responsibilities or are
aware they aren't meeting them but have been concerned about asking for help.
The week will make businesses aware of the main fire risks to their business such
as electrical fires and arson so they can take practical steps to reduce these and
protect their employees and customers and/or service-users. Advice will also be
provided for businesses to reduce the problem of unwanted fire signals which
continue to be a problem for many FRSs.
This year NFCC will use #BusinessSafety21 and the toolkit and resources will be
available on the NFCC website https://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/BusinessSafety-Week and in relevant NFCC Workplace groups.

7.2 Gas Safety Week
Gas Safety Week key stats
• 23 million gas consumers in the UK
• 1 in 6 home shas a dangerous gas appliance
• 2021 will be the 11th annual Gas Safety Week
• Over 4,000 supporters pledged to take part in Gas Safety Week last year
• Almost 30,000 hard copy leaflets and posters distributed (GSW20).
Gas safety is important all year round, but it is not always a household’s top priority.
COVID-19 is having a profound effect on the way we all live. With more people
staying inside, it’s even more pertinent to ensure the public are aware of gas safety
dangers at home - such as gas leaks, fire, explosions and carbon monoxide
poisoning - and the importance of only using a qualified Gas Safe registered
engineer to carry out gas work.
This year will see the eleventh Gas Safety Week – coordinated by Gas Safe
Register –which will be taking place on 13-19 September 2021. The Week aims to
reach all gas consumers in the UK, however Gas Safe Register’s focus this year
will be to target local communities and encourage people to pass on safety
messages and look out for others.
Fire and Rescue Services’ involvement
Gas Safety Week focuses attention on gas safety during one week to generate
interest in the media and have a greater impact on the public. You may wish to get
involved on social media, running local safety events, distributing leaflets and
posters and more. Further information about Gas Safety Week can be found at
GasSafetyWeek.co.uk.
Resources
Digital resources will be available to help you support the week including the Gas
Safety Week logo, leaflets, posters, social media updates, web banners, a template
press release, articles and images.
To make sure you are sent these as soon as they are available, simply pledge to
support the week here. Free hard copy leaflets and posters are also available to
order via the toolkit email.

If you have any questions, please email marketing@gassaferegister.co.uk.
For more information visit GasSafetyWeek.co.uk, and you can follow
@GasSafetyWeek on Twitter for all the latest updates.

7.3 Fire Door Safety Week
Fire Door Safety Week is an annual
campaign led by the British Woodworking
Federation (BWF). The 2021 campaign will
run from 20 – 26 September and aims to
educate the public on the critical role that
fire doors play in delaying the spread of
smoke and fire, encourage best practice in
use, specification and installation, and halt
the legacy of neglect in maintaining and
inspecting fire doors.
A fire door is more than a typical door, it is a complex system of components that
must work together to fulfil a life-saving role in preventing the spread of smoke and
fire. A fire door ensures that should a fire break out, it can be contained in a
“compartment”. This keeps the fire and smoke trapped for a defined period,
dependent on its fire classification, allowing time for people to get out and make the
fire easier to tackle.
Free resources
Central to the campaign each year are free resources that anyone can access to
help spread awareness of fire door safety and encourage positive action. On the
Fire Door Safety Week website you can find a Fire Door Essentials Toolkit which
provides resources for a range of sectors including social housing, private rental
properties, hotels, commercial buildings, educational establishments, care homes,
hospitals and other types of public buildings. This includes posters, dedicated
checklists and a range of sector-specific advice.
The most downloaded resource from the Fire Door Safety website is the Five Step
Check to help the owners or occupants of any building check the condition of fire
doors, and report this to relevant authorities to take action. This involves:
1. Checking for proof of certification
Without a certification mark, you cannot be sure that the door is really a fire door.
Look for a label or plug on top (or occasionally on the side) of the door.
2. Looking at the size of the gaps
Check the gaps around the top and sides of the door are consistently less than
4mm when the door is closed. Use a £1 coin to give a feel for scale, as this is
roughly 3mm thick. The gap under the door can be slightly larger (up to 8mm is
not uncommon), but it does depend on the door.
3. Considering the seal condition
Look for any intumescent seals around the door or frame – they should be intact
with no sign of damage.
4. Checking the hinge fixing
Open the door and look at the hinges – all hinges should be firmly fixed (three
or more of them) with no missing or broken screws.

5. Closing the fire door properly
Check the door closes firmly onto the latch without sticking on the floor or the
frame. Open the door about halfway, let go and allow it to close by itself. A fire
door only works when it’s closed – it is useless if it’s wedged open or can’t close
fully.
For further information on the campaign or on fire door safety, please visit
www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk.

8. Fire Kills Portal
The Fire Kills Campaign Portal hosts all the artwork and Fire Kills material and is
available to all fire and rescue practitioners.

9. Draft social media posts
Chimney Fire Safety Week
• It’s #ChimneyFireSafetyWeek! Get your chimney swept before the colder
weather sweeps in so you’re ready for those cosy nights by the fire.
#getfiredup
•

Chim-chim-in-ey, chim-chim-in-ey, chim-chim cher-ee. A sweep is as lucky,
as lucky can be! Sweep your chimney this #ChimneyFireSafetyWeek
#CFSW2021

•

What are you burning on your stove? Check your woodfuel quality and only
burn dry #ReadytoBurn #firewood #ChimneyFireSafetyWeek

•

Where do you store your woodfuel? Avoid stacking logs next to your
appliance #ReadyToBurn

•

When did you last have your heating appliance serviced? Give your stove
the TLC it deserves this #ChimneyFireSafetyWeek #getfiredup

Gas Safety Week
• This #GasSafetyWeek, make sure all your gas appliances, including boilers,
gas cookers and gas fires, have had their annual safety check.
•

#GSW21 is here. Always use a @GasSafeRegister engineer to fit, fix or
service your gas appliances.

•

Is your home gas safe? Check out the @GasSafetyWeek website for top
tips to keep you and your family safe: gassaafetyweek.co.uk

•

Carbon monoxide has no taste, smell or colour. Make sure you know the
signs http://bit.ly/2tm1jwR and fit an audible CO alarm this #GSW21

Fire Door Safety Week
• It’s #FireDoorSafetyWeek! Show your support and let’s shut the door on fire
and smoke @FDSafetyWeek
•

The #FireDoorFive can save lives. Get involved with #FireDoorSafetyWeek
to shut the door on smoke and fire: https://www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk

•

Do a quick #FiveStepCheck of your fire doors to make sure that they’re
ready to shut the door on smoke and fire.

•

When did you last check your building’s fire doors? Use the
#FiveStepCheck and make sure they will shut the door on fire and smoke
https://www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk @FDSafetyWeek

•

Never leave a #firedoor wedged open. Stay safe and shut the door on fire
and smoke www.firedoorsfaetyweek.co.uk @FDSafetyWeek

10. Template Press Notices
Chimney Fire Safety Week

Get Sweeping for Chimney Fire Safety Week
Chimney Fire Safety Week is part of the Government’s Fire
Kills campaign, which calls for homeowners to act responsible
and get their chimneys swept by an approved sweep. This
prevents chimney damage, and, in worse cases, household fires.
Chimney Fire Prevention
Bruce Allen, CEO of HETAS, said: “Sweeping your chimney twice a year and
using a quality assured fuel is the key to prevention. Not only does this remove
soot and tar deposits, but also gives sweeps the opportunity to check for any
problems with the chimney or liner.”
To keep you and your family safe from fire it is important to:
1) Have your chimney swept regularly- depending on what fuel you burn,
before the colder months set in and you begin to use your fire again.
However, should a fire start, a working smoke alarms can give you the
early warning. A fire plan can also ensure your family escape in a fire.
2) Have at least one smoke alarm on every floor of your home and test them
monthly.
3) Importantly don’t keep this advice to yourself – pass it on. Is there anyone
you know who may need your help in organising a sweep or testing their
alarms?
For more information on maintaining your chimney and how can help with fire
prevention, please visit: www.chimneyfiresafetyweek.co.uk.

- ENDS -

Gas Safety Week

[Local] Fire and Rescue Service pledges its support for Gas
Safety Week 2021
[Local] Fire and Rescue Service has pledged its support for Gas
Safety Week (13-19 September 2021) and will be [insert
activities/events] to raise awareness of gas safety and urge the
public to keep themselves safe from dangerous gas appliances.
The eleventh annual Gas Safety Week will see organisations
from across the UK work together, to encourage all gas consumers to make sure
they have their gas appliances checked annually by a Gas Safe registered
engineer and protect against the dangers of unsafe gas appliances, such as fires,
leaks, explosions and carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning.
With increased deaths and gas-related injuries over the years, it’s crucial that
people have their appliances checked each year to be assured they are working
safely and efficiently. People should make sure that their engineer is Gas Safe
registered before they start work on their property. Anyone working on gas
appliances while not being registered is working illegally.
[Spokesperson] of [local] Fire and Rescue Service said: [insert quote].”
Jonathan Samuel, managing director for Gas Safe Register, said: “It’s great to have
the support of [local] Fire and Rescue Service this Gas Safety Week. By working
together, we can reach more people and help to reduce the number of dangerous
gas appliances that could be lurking in the homes of the UK’s 23 million gas
consumers. We know from our own investigations data that one in six homes in
the UK has an unsafe gas appliance 2 meaning far too many people are victims of
preventable gas related incidents.”
Stay Gas Safe at home this Gas Safety Week by following these top tips:
• Sign up to a free annual gas safety check reminder service at
www.staygassafe.co.uk.
• Be aware of the signs that an unsafe gas appliance may cause such as a
lazy yellow flame instead of a crisp blue flame; soot or staining on or
around the appliance; excess condensation in the room
• Know the symptoms of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. CO gas is known
as the ‘silent killer’ as it has no smell, taste or colour. The symptoms of CO
poisoning include headaches, dizziness, nausea, breathlessness, collapse
and loss of consciousness, which can easily be mistaken for something
else
• Always ask to see an engineer’s Gas Safe ID card and check it to make
sure the engineer is qualified to check or fit the appliance in question.
To find out about dangers in your area visit www.StayGasSafe.co.uk and to find a
Gas Safe registered engineer call 0800 408 5500 or visit
www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk
Notes to editors

For media enquiries relating to Gas Safe Register or Gas Safety Week please contact Gas Safe
Register press office on 0207 654 2199 or email press@gassaferegister.co.uk.
Gas Safe Register is the registration body appointed by the Health and Safety Executive to
manage the gas safety register in the UK, Isle of Man and Guernsey. It is a legal requirement for
anyone carrying out domestic and commercial gas work to be registered and comply with the Gas
Safety (Installation & Use) Regulations 1998. The register of gas engineers held by Gas Safe Register
aims to protect people from unsafe gas work. Gas Safe Register assesses the competence of
engineers by inspecting the gas work they have carried out to make sure they are safe to work on
gas. Gas Safe Register is focused on gas safety and campaigns to raise awareness of gas safety
risks associated with using illegal gas workers.
Gas Safe Register deals with all aspects of the downstream gas industry covered by the Gas Safety
(Installation and Use) Regulations 1998. It covers both piped natural gas and liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG). Gas Safe Register replaced the CORGI gas registration scheme in Great Britain and Isle
of Man on 1 April 2009.www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk

- ENDS -

Fire Door Safety Week
Fire Door Safety Week (20-26 September)
Fire doors are often the first line of defence in a fire especially
when we are asleep and at our most vulnerable. Their correct
specification, installation, maintenance and management can be
the difference between life and death for building occupants.
Despite this, Fire door breaches remain one of the most common
fines implemented under the Fire Safety Order, with common
problems ranging from doors being wedged open, missing or damaged doors or
even non-fire doors being installed in their place.
As part of the Fire Kills campaign, [local] Fire and Rescue Service are supporting
Fire Door Safety Week 2021 and encouraging building managers, landlords,
tenants and all building users to check the operation and condition of their fire doors
and repair (if possible) or report those that aren’t satisfactory.
[Local FRS spokesperson] said: “It cannot be underestimated the difference that
an effective fire door can make. A fire door is not always a fire exit door and is
typically identified by a blue ‘FIRE DOOR KEEP SHUT’ sign often at eye level. Fire
doors are an essential part of our fire protection, they help to compartmentalise a
building, such as a block of flats, keeping fire and smoke trapped for a while in one
area, so that the fire can be tackled, and people can be safely evacuated.
“If you’ve seen a damaged fire door or know of a flat entrance door that hasn’t been
checked for fire performance, report it to your landlord or building manager straight
away and if you see a fire door propped open, make sure you shut it – a fire door
cannot work when open.”
Fire Door Safety Week is giving these tips for a 5 Step Fire Door Check that anyone
can do, and which lets you know whether it’s time to call in the professionals:
•
•
•
•
•

Check for certification - Is there a label or plug on top (or occasionally on
the side) of the door to show it is a certificated fire door?
Check the gaps - Check the gaps around the top and sides of the door are
consistently less than 4mm when closed.
Check the seals condition - Are there any intumescent seals around the
door or frame, and are they intact with no sign of damage?
Check the hinges - Are the hinges firmly fixed (three or more of them), with
no missing or broken screws?
Check the door closes properly - Open the door about halfway, let go and
allow it to close by itself. Does it close firmly onto the latch without sticking
on the floor or the frame?

For more details, visit www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk.
- ENDS -

Barbecues
BARBECUE SAFE THIS SUMMER!
Now that the warm, light evenings are with us and the summer
holidays are fast approaching, barbecues are beginning to
sizzle across [the County/region].
But behind the bangers and burgers, summer fun has a serious
side. [Local FRS], as part of the Fire Kills campaign, is asking
everyone to take extra care when cooking al fresco, especially when lighting
barbecues or dealing with bad weather.
[FRS spokesperson] said “It’s natural to want to go outdoors and enjoy the warmer
weather with family and friends - many of us can’t wait to get the barbecue lit. We
all know how tempting it can be to give stubborn coals a helping hand, but, please
be patient and make sure you use the right tools for the job.
“And if you’ve planned a barbecue and the weather lets you down, don’t take the
barbecue indoors or into a tent. In recent years, some people have sadly
succumbed to carbon monoxide poisoning as a result, so we are urging everyone
to stay safe this summer.”
By following the Fire Kills campaign’s top tips, you can ensure your barbecue is a
safe, enjoyable event.
• Never leave a lit barbecue unattended.
• Follow the safety instructions provided with disposable barbecues.
• Never use a barbecue indoors.
• Make sure your barbecue is well away from sheds, fences, trees, shrubs or
garden waste.
• Keep children, pets and garden games away from the cooking area.
• After cooking, make sure the barbecue is cool before moving it.
• Use enough charcoal to cover the base of the barbecue, but not more.
• Empty ashes onto bare garden soil, not into dustbins or wheelie bins. If they’re
hot, they can melt the plastic and cause a fire.
• Enjoy yourself, but don’t drink too much alcohol if you are in charge of the
barbecue.
• Always keep a bucket of water, sand or a garden hose nearby for emergencies.
In closing [FRS spokesperson] said: “This may seem a long list but most of these
things are common sense. By far the biggest danger is the use of flammable liquids
to light the barbecue. We have had a couple of occasions where people have
poured petrol onto the charcoal in an effort to get it going and the reaction has, not
surprisingly, been violent and highly dangerous. Prepare well in advance and light
the charcoal early. Most of all, enjoy yourself safely”.
For more information on fire safety, please visit www.gov.uk/firekills.
– ENDS –

